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men and as honest men among Chinese generals is high in the?
country.

SOUTH-WEST PROVINCIAL ARMIES

The Provincial Armies of Yunnan, Kwantung and Szechwae
are all uniformly backward and feudal although some of them,
especially the Yunnan Army, are well-fed and well-trained. The
total strength of these armies is near about six to eight hundred
thousand men. Szechwan is the base of the Young China Party
which is in itself progressive and has become a member of the
Union of Democratic Parties on the basis of its demand for legal
recognition for all political groups. Due to the differences be-
tween Provincial and Central Governments, liberal nationalists
have been able to publish newspapers progressively critical of
the Central Government policy in Yunnan and West Szechwan,
The Provincial militarists are opportunists. If the Japanese were
winning they might have gone over to preserve their local rule
but in the present situation they have an interest in the defence
of the country. Szechwan has a fair standard of education
among its 50 million people, a democratic movement among
local intellectuals and a Communist tradition. (Soviet area&
existed for several years in North Szechwan and many of the
leaders of the Eighth Route Army, including Chu Teh, have come
from this province so that the province although now controlled
by feudal elements cannot be considered an entirely backward
area.)

Kwantung also has a high literacy percentage and an old:1
revolutionary tradition as well as a flourishing liberated area*
Yunnan is very backward with no domestic progressive move*
ment. However, it is at present the refuge of many liberal in-
tellectuals from the coast and the home of the Southwest Asiatic
University composed of several colleges, the only more or less
free university (not subject to complete Kuomintang party con-
trol) in the country. There are over 10 thousand university stu-
dents in this and other higher institutions of learning in Yunnais
mostly coming from other provinces. The progressive move-
ment among these students is beginning to emerge from the
underground stage. If the Japanese strike deeply into Yunnan*
these progressives will certainly be able to mobilise the oppressed!
Yunnan peasantry. When fascism is developing in Chungking
the Communist Party is not against local autonomy in the pro-
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